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Abstract 

This essay presents a cognitive survey having as its main objective the observation and sociological 

interpretation of the complex relationship between law and culture involving the Best Interest of the 

Child principle and, transversally, the main children representation. The approach adopted is 

reconstructive and take into consideration the various reflections produced through time by relevant 

sociologist and social scientists.  

Investigating and understanding how the child is commonly represented on a social level constitutes 

the base for an informed interpretation of the child's best interests, especially considering the bond 

that connects it with the field of law. Legal representations, in fact, lay on the social composition in 

which they are formed, remaining influenced by it as well as influencing it.  

With reference to the social image of the minor, today's legal culture reviews various elements 

considering them in the light of theories and/or paradigms that have influenced psychological, 

sociological, and even legal thinking in various ways. Therefore, in this analysis it is important to 

analyse two key concepts, which are the minor age and the critical concept of "citizen child". They 

cross within the traditional diatribe on the autonomy of the child and the principle of protection, 

representing the issue’s core on the children’s recognition as holders of rights.  
Sociological reflections on childhood clarify the meaning that the rights in charge of protecting this 

category should be for everyone and, in this sense, constitute the fil rouge that connect the best 

interests of the child concept with other relevant reasoning, also concerning the role’s responsibilities 
of all subjects who take care of the identification and application of this principle. 
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